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 Start Saving Again
With Spring Break in the past, it is time to 
start saving again for more important things 
(not that lying on a beach drinking all day 
in the sun isn’t a priority). But it is time to 
get back into budget mode, because our 
main goal is to save money each day so 
in the long run we aren’t paying so much 
for college loans. Since your extra cash isn’t 
going into the Spring Break 2011 account 
anymore, perhaps keep that account in 
business and call it college money—if you 
can find the extra $1,200 to $1,500 to go to 
Panama City Beach, you can surely find 
that extra cash to put aside for next year. 
The main idea here is to save up so you will 
not need to take out as much in loans. This 
way, two to four years down the road, you 
will have less to pay back.
 Walk or Ride the Bus
OK, guys. This is going to be the hardest 
of them all: walk or ride the bus. Gas prices 
have skyrocketed these past few months, 
and $3.40 for a gallon of gas is not in any 
college student’s budget (or at least not 
mine). It’s starting to warm up out there, 
so walking is the way to go—great on your 
wallet and your scale!
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Jimmy John’s, and eliminated Caribou hot 
chocolate from my diet (which was bad for 
both my wallet and my scale). About $20 
a week!
 Be Wary of Loans
When you absolutely need to take one 
out, be sure it is for necessities such as 
housing, food, or books. If you are taking 
out an excessive amount in a loan and 
spending it on wants instead of needs, you 
will just be paying for those out of pocket in 
four years. That new Coach handbag and 
iPad don’t look so appealing now, do they?
 Leave the Debit Card at Home
Another pointer—and this one is going 
to hurt, people. If you’re going to go to the 
bar, bring $10 and leave the debit card 
at home. Forget about opening up a tab. 
Because—guess what?—the tab has to close 
at two a.m. and then all of those drinks that 
cost $60 every weekend have to be paid 
for somehow. Let’s do some math: say you 
go out once a week, $60 multiplied by four 
weeks equals $240 per month.  With this 
money you could pay some of your rent, 
buy gas, stock up on groceries, or better yet, 
save up for a road trip this summer. Bringing 
cash will make it impossible to drunkenly 
rack up a tab you’ll regret in the morning.
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As if worrying about graduating from 
college isn’t enough, for some, in the back 
of our minds is the unsettling feeling that in 
a few years it will be time to pay back the 
debt Iowa State has so kindly gifted us with. 
Happy graduation.  Luckily, there are a few 
ways to cut back on a couple thousand of 
those hard-earned dollars.  It doesn’t seem 
like much in the grand scheme of things, 
but hey, maybe a couple thousand dollars 
could go towards that brand new car you’ve 
been dreaming of—a 2011 black Silverado 
2500HD, perhaps?   
In an effort to bring you one step closer 
to purchasing that dream vehicle, we’ve 
come up with five money-saving tips to 
help you combat your money woes. Here 
they are:
 Budget, Budget, Budget! 
With a budget, you will be able to see 
where all of your money is going.  The key 
idea is to have more money coming in than 
going out. That’s easier said than done. My 
main problems, for example, are eating out 
and the love-hate relationship I have with 
Target. I love going to the store, but I hate 
how I always have to buy a new shirt every 
time I am there. Once I created a budget 
on a spreadsheet, I began to realize how 
much I would be saving if I bought only 
the essentials at Target, cut back on my 
By ASHLEE CLARK   Photography MATT ENGLAND
For College Students5
QUICKIES  |  Money & EducationDesign AMY SCHWAGER
Can you pay my bills? Can you pay my telephone bills?
